
Amy Boone 

Suffering is Never For Nothing 

By Elisabeth Elliot 

I am a huge Elisabeth Elliot fan. Because of the huge impact she has had on my life, I named 

my daughter Grace Elisabeth after her! Many of you know her as the wife of Jim Elliot who 

was speared to death with four other men while trying to evangelize the Waoroni people in 

Ecuador. I have read most of her 21 books. She passed away in 2015. So you can imagine the 

joy and shock I got when my husband got me  a ‘new’ book of hers this past May that has 

never before been published! It is called Suffering is Never for Nothing. The book was a result 

of talks she gave in 1989 that had never been published. Elisabeth has had a great deal of 

suffering. I have been blessed so much as she testifies that in her deepest suffering, she has 

learned the deepest lessons about God.  

www.amazon.com/Suffering-Never-Nothing-Elisabeth-Elliot/dp/1535914157 

Julie Keith I have really enjoyed reading Growing Young: Six essential Strategies to Help Young People  
Discover and Love Your Church, by  Kara Powell, Jake Mulder and Brad M. Griffin. It has great  
insight in how churches and I think organizations can and need to grow young.  
 

The six core commitments are:  
 Unlock keychain leadership -  Instead of centralizing authority, empower  
  others, especially young people. 
 Empathize with today’s young people - Instead of judging or criticizing, step into the shoes 

of this generation. 
 Take Jesus‘ message seriously -  Instead of asserting formalin gospel claims, 

welcome young people into a Jesus-centered way of life. 
 Fuel a warm community - Instead of focusing on cool worship or programs, aim for warm 

peer and inter generational friendships. 
 Prioritize young people (and families) everywhere 
 Be the best neighbors - Instead of condemning the world outside your walls, enable young 

people to neighbor well locally and globally. 
 

The book had so many different examples of churches engaged the churches in growing young. 
I encourage you to read and implement these six core  
commitments of churches growing young. 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Young-Essential-Strategies-Discover/dp/0801019257 

 

https://www.amazon.com/Suffering-Never-Nothing-Elisabeth-Elliot/dp/1535914157
https://www.amazon.com/Growing-Young-Essential-Strategies-Discover/dp/0801019257


Michelle Jarvis 

Elisabeth Elliot’s Keep a Quiet Heart is an inspirational and thought provoking devotional that 
will challenge your heart and spirit.  
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=keep+a+Quiet+heart&ref=nb_sb_noss_2 
 

The Prayer Box by Lisa Wingate 
Christian Fiction 
This redeeming story takes place in the Outer Banks of North Carolina. “ The light shines the 
brightest through the broken places in our lives.” Lisa Wingate weaves an inspiring tale of how 
God uses the secret legacy of one woman to heal and restore a broken woman desperately 
needing to escape abuse and find the love of the One who heals.  
https://www.amazon.com/s?k=the+prayer+Box+lisa+Wingate&ref=nb_sb_noss_2 

The Princess and Three Knights by Karen Kingsbury 
Children’s Fiction 
This beautifully illustrated, delightful story is a must for all little girls! The king only 
wants the finest and most noble husband for his daughter. He devises a clever contest 
to determine who will get the hand of his daughter in marriage.  It is a perfect  
springboard to talk with your child about our Father God’s perfect love for us! 
https://www.amazon.com/Princess-Three-Knights-Karen-Kingsbury-ebook/dp/
B07B1C89S6/ref=sr_1_2?

Sara Lamkin 

Sacred Pathways by Gary Thomas 
I love the back cover’s quote of “Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s spiritual path.”  This 
book is a great introduction to the different ways people can worship.  It is a great beginning 
to see how we feel close to God while learning not to be jealous of how others do!   
https://www.amazon.com/Sacred-Pathways-Discover-Your-Souls-ebook/dp/B003BKZWBI 

The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence 
This is a short book that is great at helping us refocus on seeing the presence of God in our 
daily lives.  Being with and among God happens whether we are in the middle of our spiritual quiet 
time or sweeping our floors! 

https://www.amazon.com/Practice-Presence-God-Brother-Lawrence/dp/0883681056 
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Amanda Martinsen 

The Next Right Thing by Emily P. Freeman 
Emily P. Freeman’s book The Next Right Thing was the book I needed heading into a busy 
season of life. I often struggle with decision fatigue and fear I will make the wrong  
decision. Emily’s book is a very practical, soulful practice in making space to let your soul 
breathe in order to get your focus back on God and learn to listen to His leading in  
determining your next right steps. If you find yourself in the midst of needing to make a 
hard decision or you are unsure of what your next steps in life should be, I highly  
encourage you to read Emily’s book. It was transformative for me and I can’t recommend 
it enough.  
https://www.amazon.com/Next-Right-Thing-Practice-Decisions-ebook/dp/B07NDMXLNM/
ref=sr_1_1?
crid=10G4AREJRSNPD&keywords=the+next+right+thing+emily+p+freeman&qid=15592232
04&s=books&sprefix=the+next+%2Cstripbooks%2C155&sr=1-1 

When God Made You by Matthew Paul Turner 
Children’s Fiction 
Both of my girls love this book and request to read it all the time. It’s not only beautifully 
illustrated, but it carries the message of Psalm 139, that we are all fearfully and  
wonderfully made by God. He made us to be different-to have different talents, gifts, and 
physical attributes. He made us uniquely in His image. This book is a wonderful addition 
to our girl’s book library.  
https://www.amazon.com/When-Made-Matthew-Paul-Turner/dp/1601429185 

If you are looking for a children’s book to read this summer, there are so many good ones!  The 
Chronicles of Narnia have been beloved for generations and are full of adventure and Christian 
imagery.  But as one children’s minister told me, “The Good News is all throughout  
literature.”  No matter what your children read, you can ask them questions like, “Where did 
you see the Good News?  Who is behaving in a way that shows Jesus?  Who is not?” 
 
If you want to continue to talk about refugees with your children after learning about Project 
HELP or doing the International Missions Study, Scholastic Book Clubs has a great  
opportunity!  Make a difference this summer by reading REFUGEE by Alan Gratz, then impact 
real-life refugees’ lives through a reading app called Kindi. Through Kindi, people around the 
world can connect with refugees to read books together. This app will be available soon! Read 
more: bit.ly/RefugeePost. 

 

Some other beloved books  that help children learn empathy are Out of my Mind by Sharon 
Draper, Fish in a Tree by Linda Mullaly Hunt, Restart by Gordan Korman and Song for a Whale by 
Lynne Kelly. 

Sara Lamkin 
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