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Woman’s Missionary Union of North 
Carolina is a missions organization 

whose purpose is to challenge, prepare 
and equip Christian believers to be 

radically involved in the fulfillment of 
the Great Commission.

Thoughts from
 Jenn B

Twenty-one-year-old Fannie Heck and 15-year-old Sallie 

Bailey were “on a mission.” They lived in an era of the haves 

and have nots. They looked around them and saw needs 

great and small. They desired to organize women of like mindedness 

to be the hands, feet and heart of Jesus in their “Jerusalem, Judea, 

Samaria and uttermost parts of the Earth.” They did not want to 

sit back, idly discussing what could be or should be done, because 

they had a longing to do something. The year may have been 1883, 

but it uncandidly mirrors a relevance to 2020. There are younger 

women today, just like Fannie and Sallie who desire to live a life on 

mission. These women long to make a difference in today’s world, 

just as Fannie and Sallie desired to do in theirs. My heart’s desire is 

for younger women to hold this publication in their hands/or on their 

devices, to read and see that yes, this is an “established” organization, 

BUT one that has much, much more life to give.  It was founded by 

young women and needs young women to be invested in it once again.  

We often need to be reminded, those young and young at heart, that 

missions is not an “extra thing” to add to your schedule. Missions is 

an extension of the hand of God, by His followers, through various 

projects, ministries, education and acts of love. As you read this issue, 

may you see other young women excitedly and with a passion, living 

out where God has them…on mission. 

Jenn B

Editor, Tarheel Talk

HISTORY & HOPE

ABOUT THE COVER: This issue is titled 
“History and Hope” with a split image of 
Fannie Heck, one of WMU NC’s founders 
in her twenties and of a modern day 
young woman.
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yAt my church I greatly 
appreciate the teachers that 
we have for Mission Friends 

and Children in Action. In each class 
young, professional men and women, 
with small children of their own, 
faithfully teach. They have stressful 
jobs, two-three kids each, and live very 
full, busy lives. Our Mission Friends 
class has four teachers who rotate, one 

week on and then one week off. Our Children in Action class 
has two teachers who teach every week. This, after having 
worked all day, picked up kids from daycare or school, then, 
after church, still have homework to help with, chores to do, 
and lunches to pack for the next day. I am amazed and so 
grateful for this team of teachers at my church. 

I asked one of them what made her agree to teach, as 
this is her first time in teaching missions. She said, “It was 
important to me that my kids learn about Jesus, learn about 
missionaries and have the opportunity to strengthen their 
Christian friendship. I am passionate about mission work and 
organizing projects for kids 
to be involved in. God blessed 
me with my co-teacher, as 
she is a gifted teacher. We 
complement each other well.”

They are great at involving 
the children in missions! They 
delivered Valentine’s Day bags 
to the shut-ins. They collected 
toys for Toys for Tots, made 
piggy banks to raise money 
for Lottie Moon, and had 
the children write thank you 
cards to their family and 
church teachers who bring 
them to church and teach 
them about Jesus. They have 
had prayer walks around the 
church and made and mailed 
care packages to the college 
students who are in our 
church. 

Each of us as Christians are uniquely gifted to serve. 
Sometimes we don’t feel that way, as maybe we have been 
hurt in former roles, or we just say “somebody else can do it.” 
But the laborers are few and the Great Commission is great. 
We will stand before the Lord to give an account of what we 
have done.

Fannie Heck loved children and believed in their potential 
as they were taught the ways of God. She said, “Give us the 
children of today for missions and we take the world for 
Christ tomorrow. Teach that child to think God’s thoughts 
for the nations, ere yet the clash of nations dull his ear to the 
calling Father’s voice.” 

Whether you are a young adult or an adult who is young at 
heart, God has a purpose for you. Always be open to hear the 
Lord’s voice calling us into His work.

Amy Boone
WMU NC Executive Director/Treasurer

Thankfulness for the 
Weekly Laborers
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ee In 1899, Miss Fannie Heck turned 

thirty-seven years old – the age of 

our own Jenn B! She had already 

served as the first president of Woman’s 

Missionary Union of North Carolina 

(WMU NC) for 13 years and president 

of National WMU for six years. During 

her tenure in NC, the number of mission societies grew from 

14 to 1,200, and annual contributions to missions increased 

from $1,000 in 1886 to nearly $50,000 by 1915. While fulfilling 

her multiple WMU responsibilities, Fannie became the first 

president of Associated Charities, organized a plan to send 

volunteer teachers to poverty areas of the North Carolina 

mountains, spoke at the Baptist World Alliance for the 

women of America, was elected the second vice president of 

the Southern Sociological Congress, and founded the Raleigh 

Woman’s Club. 

What characteristics of Miss Heck enabled her to thrive 

in each of these positions? Perhaps she was a misplaced 

millennial!

Today’s millennials have a strong desire to connect and 

possess the ability to multitask. Roy Chan in Philanthropy 

for America says, “I have discovered that millennials are the 

most active group with philanthropy and social justice issues 

than any other previous generations in US history.” Fannie 

certainly fit that description.

Not only did Fannie have a heart for missions and social 

justice but she was a visionary to be emulated. She was a 

mover and a shaker. Millennial Allison Markwood recently 

observed, “In every single address to WMU, Fannie Heck 

presented a fresh vision . . . something new to accomplish; 

something compelling and exciting that women WANTED to 

be a part of.” Fannie’s words were not just “the state of the 

union” but gave a call to action. Notice those action verbs:

Plan not for the year but for the years.

Think long thoughts.

Train the children for world-wide service.

Lead the young women gently in places of joyous 

responsibility.

Know what you are about and why you are about it.  

Be as definite and direct as a railroad track. 

Lay out your lines and run on them.

In the five years I have served as your president, I have 

had the privilege of working alongside amazing young women 

including WMU NC staff, board members, Camp Mundo Vista 

summer staff, and others in our churches. I believe these 

young women – just as Miss Fannie E. S. Heck – will cast a 

God-given vision for our future. I believe they will be movers 

and shakers for the Kingdom. Young Women, may you 
bring all your powers into the best service of the 
best King.

Dee Dee Moody
WMU NC President

Misplaced Millennials…
You’re in Good Company
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How Can Younger Women Live a Life  
on Mission and “fit it” Into Their Lives?

HOPEFUL DIRECTION

Y es, it can be done. God can and 
desires to use you where you are 
right now in your life. This is how I 

“fit it” into my life.
As a 25-year-old millennial, multiple 

and various pressures are placed on me 
by society and myself on a daily basis. At 
times I think, how in the world can I get 

everything done, let alone think about missions? However, in 
those moments, I am reminded that my entire purpose on 
this earth is to be on mission. I hear the word “mission” used 
frequently and in varied contexts. Whether to be on mission, 
mission project, or mission opportunity, but what does that 
really mean? To me, it means that every day we are praying 
and seeking for opportunities to be an encouragement, for an 
opportunity to share the Gospel, to listen to someone, and/ or 
to see people as Jesus would see them. 

How Does This Look in The Life of a Young Woman?
It can be texting a friend, who you know has had a rough 

time at work recently. Encouraging her that God has her right 
where she needs to be. It is meeting up with a new friend 
for dinner or coffee and sharing the Gospel for the first 
time because they have never heard it and answering their 
questions. It is providing young women with the opportunity 
to hear what WMU is and to share with them the importance 
of missions. Many of these younger women have never been 
a part of WMU, did not grow up with a mission’s curriculum 
taught in their churches, or may not have had a positive 

experience with church and its programs. It takes work 
and time to make these things happen. I have to choose to 
take the two minutes to text a friend, to spend an extra five 
minutes in the morning praying for a friend, taking time that I 
would rather, if I am being honest, watch a Netflix show. I have 
to choose to take my focus off earthy things and change them 
to an eternal mindset. 

I have to take the time to pause, to remember that God 
has placed me exactly where I am supposed to be in this 
time and in this moment, even when it does not make sense. 
As young women, we are constantly surrounded by the fact 
that things have not happened in the right “timeline” based 
on other people’s lives. We have to stop and remember that 
there are mission moments and opportunities all around us. 
I have my own giftings and unique abilities that I can use to 
live a mission’s lifestyle. In order to do this, I am going to have 
to die to my own plans and ways that I want my life to be and 
step out to where it is not always comfortable. These are the 
places and moments where and when God comes in and is 
able to do things that are far above anything I could ever think 
or imagine for my life. So, as a young woman, the way that I 
am on mission might look a little different than the way Fanny 
Heck imagined, or I might not be able to go to a group every 
month, but that does not mean that the Gospel has changed. 
I am still on mission in my own way when I actively take the 
time to change from a me-centered mindset to one that is on 
Christ. 

— Cassie Taylor

A s we hiked last week along the 
rim of the Grand Canyon, I 
remember the comfort of the 

sidewalk while taking in the beauty. 
But then we got to an area were the 
sidewalk ended and it was a “hike at 
your own risk” 
area. We were 
told if you fear 

heights this portion would not be for 
you.

We continued a gravel path along the 
rim. Literally, no rails. I remember my 
comfort zone no longer existed. Sudden 
moves and conversation stopped. Even 
looking to my left, at the Grand Canyon, 

was no longer an option. I knew it was there, right beside me, 
but I looked ahead and down to make sure I was on the right 
path. Each step I took would eventually bring me back to solid 
ground.

With Christ, HOPE is always there, no matter where 
direction leads. The Psalmist David wrote, “Show me the 

right path, O Lord; point out the road 
for me to follow. Lead me by your truth 
and teach me, for you are the God who 
saves me. All day long I put my hope in 
you.” Psalm 25:4-5 (NLT)

May you live in HOPE today as you 
seek DIRECTION. Take time to worship 
by listening to the song by MercyMe 
called “Even If.” 

— Kristen Tucker



FIRMLY
My dear brothers and sisters, stay firmly planted 

—be unshakeable—do many good works in the name of God, and know  
that all your labor is not for nothing when it is for God.

– 1 CORINTHIANS 15:58 (VOICE)
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Pearl People
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A Needle in a Haystack
S ipping tea with a Muslim woman in her home, I am inwardly 

pinching myself marveling at how this has happened. It all started 
with a simple prayer,” Heavenly Father, I know nothing about the Pearl 
people, but I know they are precious to you. Please make yourself known 
to them.” You see, years prior to my encounter, my church agreed to adopt 
the *Pearls, an Unreached People Group (UPC) in Central Asia. Little did I 
know how God would honor my prayers and use me to share His love with 
Pearl people in the US and around the World.

After being partnered with a former worker in Central Asia, we were 
invited to visit Sophie, who lived in a busy US city. When *Brenda called 
Sophie to ask if we might visit her, she gladly agreed inviting us to her 
home for dinner. As we drove to Sophie’s apartment, anxious thoughts 
filled my mind. How would she respond to me? Would we be able to 
communicate? Would my Southern ways offend her or be too much? My 
fears were quickly relieved when Sophie embraced me and gave me the 
customary welcome of three kisses on my cheeks. Removing my shoes 
at the door, I took a seat on the couch opposite Sophie. Before me was a 
table spread with bowls of dates, walnuts, and other sweets- some that I 
had never before seen or tasted. She encouraged me to try each treat and 
was delighted as I savored the flavors of her homeland. Cardamom tea 
was served in tulip-shaped glass cups and conversation flowed as freely as 
the tea. 

When Sophie’s roommate *Rose and her fiancée *Ahmed arrived, 
they too greeted us and joined in the conversations. I noticed that the 
atmosphere changed slightly as Ahmed arrived. The scarf that hung loosely 
around Sophie’s shoulders was quickly pulled over her hair as she got up to 
greet him. Not long into the conversation, I heard Rose speaking to Ahmed 
asking him if he would please leave the room. Little did I know that the 
real fun was about to begin. Our two Pearl hostesses turned on music and 
beckoned us from our seats to join with them in their customary dances. 
I can tell you there was much laughter as this Baptist girl tried to mimic 
some of their dance moves. Again I marveled at the beauty of their culture 
as we found yet another way to relate to one another. Afterwards I learned 
that dancing in front of a man was not appropriate, but when just the ladies 
were there, a beautiful freedom abounded.

Before we left that night Ahmed thanked us for coming and stated that 
it had been a long time since his fiancée had enjoyed herself so much and 
that this made his heart “very glad.”

Sophie and her roommate each found jobs working in businesses 
owned by Muslims in an international shopping plaza in their US city. 
The very plaza where, earlier that year a team of youth from my church 
and I had volunteered in. It did not dawn on me until several days after 
our visit with Sophie that “coincidentally” these were the workplaces for 
both Sophie and Rose. God had certainly gone before us and arranged 
these divine appointments. If you’d asked me how to find a Pearl person, 
I’d have sworn it’d be “like finding a needle in a haystack;” but for my 
Omnipotent Savior nothing is impossible.

Now, six years later and having had dozens of encounters with Pearl 
people, my heart has become so endeared to them. I am in complete AWE 
of how the Lord has entrusted me to the work among the Pearls. It is my 
fervent prayer that my Pearl friends will receive Christ as their Lord and 
Savior and one day be among the tribes represented in heaven described 
in Revelation 7:9 …. Before me was a great multitude that no one could 
count, from every nation, tribe, and language, standing before the throne 
and before the Lamb ...crying out, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits 
on the throne and to the Lamb!”

Amen Lord, make it so!
When you take a genuine interest in an Unreached People Group and 

begin to pray for them to know Jesus, doors will begin to open.
Here are some ways I have seen and been a part of reaching our 

adopted people group and sharing the message of Christ with them.

First ask the Lord to heighten your awareness to International 
people. They may or may not be living and working among you. If you 
live in an area where there is a prevalent International community, 
seek out ways to befriend them. Don’t be afraid to welcome them 
into your home, offer them rides to the store, go with them to their 
children’s schools or appointments to help bridge the cultural gaps 
they likely face.

Host UPG weekends. Invite 
workers among your UPG to 
speak in Sunday school classes 
from youngest to oldest, 
introduce Workers in church 
services, have meet and greets 
in small home group settings – 
all with the emphasis on making 
church members aware of the 
UPG, the work, and the workers.

Partner with Workers that work 
among your adopted UPG. 
Ask them how you can pray for 
specific people they are sharing 
with. Go and visit them! Not 
only will your visit encourage 
the workers but may give you 
an opportunity to meet the 
very people group you’ve been 
praying for. *Be aware of security 
issues. Teach church and short-
term mission team members to 
be careful not to put a worker’s 
work in jeopardy by posting 
names and locations on social 
media.

*For the protection of our workers and people they work with, their names have been changed.
*According to the Joshua Project, an unreached people is a people group among which there is no indigenous community 
of believing Christians with adequate numbers and resources to evangelize this people group without outside assistance.

By Gabriella Flowers

College Campuses are full of 
international students! Some come from 
very prominent families of influence in 
their homeland. Students are often very 
receptive to invitations to holiday events 
and other American celebrations where 
they can learn about our culture. As you 
invite them to your home or dorm and 
build relationships with them, they will 
become comfortable asking you about 
yourself and your beliefs.

 
Host Ladies Prayer 

Teas where we can raise 
awareness about the lives and 

needs of the women of  
our UPG.

Contribute directly 
to the personal 

needs of your UPG 
or organizations that 

support your UPG. 



No Wasted Desires
When I told God I was willing to be the next Lottie 

Moon, I never dreamed He’d say “no.” As it turns out, 
His plans are not my plans and His ways are not my ways; 
however, He is good and His timing is perfect. I felt called to 
missions at age nine. I just knew God would send me overseas, 
and I developed a deep passion for the nations. Then I ended 
up becoming a high school English teacher. 

For months, I was angry; I felt God was 
wasting my potential and my passion. 
Then one day, I looked out over my diverse 
students and saw the nations sitting right 
there in my classroom. Suddenly, it made 
sense. God had placed me there because 
of my passion for missions. With God’s 
help, I practiced gratitude, resolved to be 
the best teacher I could be, and learned to 
view myself as a missionary in my school. 

I’d been teaching for nine years when 
God called me to focus on my children and 
my aging grandparents, so I resigned to be 
a stay-at-home mom. I missed being able 
to influence hundreds of students each 
semester, but I discovered quickly how my 
home was also an important mission field.

Though confident I was right where God 
wanted me, I still had a passion for foreign 
missions. Any mention of missionaries or mission trips caused 
a pang of sadness and sometimes even jealousy. I prayed 
often that someday God would let me go, but with three 
young children, one income, and grandparents who needed 
me, going on a foreign mission trip always felt like it was going 
to have to wait. 

Then one evening, I felt deep within my soul I just needed 
to go. Nothing about it made sense, but I was sure God was 
calling me. Soon after, I found out about WMU NC’s mission 
trip to Armenia and I knew that was it. I didn’t have the money 

to go, I wasn’t sure who would take care of my kids, and I was 
nervous to leave my family behind, but I knew I had to be 
obedient. Not only was it a fulfillment of my own desires, but 
it was an opportunity to model obedience for my children; so, 
I signed up and trusted God to take care of the details. 

And God did it! In a short amount of time, God led many 

friends and family members to donate more money than 
I needed, childcare came together, and my heart became 
peaceful about leaving my family in God’s protection. In 
August 2019, I went to Armenia on my first foreign mission 
trip, and God moved there in mighty ways.

Psalm 37:4 says, “Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart.” The more we delight in 
Christ, the more our desires will align with His plans for us. In 
our obedience, He will not let those desires or passions go to 
waste.

By Allison Markwood

M
issions
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Due to COVID-19 the 2020 Missions Extravaganza has been cancelled.  
Please visit our website www.wmunc.org for more details. 

We look forward to seeing you at the 2021 Missions Extravaganza  
at Snyder Memorial in Fayetteville, NC. 



By Jessica Hatcher
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Graffiti Center Mission Trip 
As a part of this ministry each summer, Graffiti 

Kid’s holds a 4-week long summer camp in the 
month of July that serves children and families in the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan. Each 
week, children ages Kindergarten-
5th grade enjoy Bible study, field 
trips, and other fun activities. This 
camp would not be possible without 
volunteers to lead a session of camp 

each week. For the last 2 summers, WMUNC has sent 
a group to facilitate a week of camp.

Why, as a young professional, have I organized 
the trip?

As a young person, I think my generation is hungry 
to find a fit for our gifts and abilities. We want to use 
our gifts in a meaningful way. This trip, in particular, is a great fit for 
WMUNC broadly and for me personally.

I’m a great administrator, and much of this trip, by nature, involved 
skills in administration. I’m organized, to-the-point, and sort of fast-
paced. So my personality also fits well in New York.

How can you fit “it” in your schedule?
The “it” in this case is planning a mission trip. One thing that is 

not unique for most people is that we do not have an abundance of 
available hours in our day. We have jobs, we have families, we volunteer 
at church and in our communities, and are involved in any number of 
other activities that pull us in every direction.

I am, admittedly, somewhat uniquely positioned. I am not married 
and I do not have children, so some concerns and considerations that 
others have are not concerns for me. My schedule is at my discretion, 
but that is not to say that I am not often pulled in other directions by 
life, by work, by the church, or by any number of other things. I, as 
much as anyone, have to use my time and resources meaningfully so I 
can prioritize things like missions involvement.

And that primarily is how I fit “it” in my schedule. I prioritize it. I’m 
not sure I do anything special to make time for it, other than making 
sure I have the available time to do it. At present, I am fortunate 
enough to have a job that allows me time annually to serve in my 
community and to travel for these trips. When this option isn’t 
available, I make certain to save vacation days so I can participate. By 
nature of being human, we make time for and prioritize the things 
we value, and things where we feel our skills and gifts can be used 
effectively. When you care about the work, and more importantly the 
people and relationships, prioritizing your schedule is made easier.

Tips/things I’ve learned in planning (or going on) a mission trip:
On the Spiritual Side:

If you think you don’t have a skill set that can be used, I have 
seen the contrary to be true. Over the past two summers I’ve been 
repeatedly amazed at how God made it apparent to me that this trip, 
specifically was a great fit. I did not approach this trip initially with great 
excitement, because I didn’t feel that I specifically had a great calling 
or giftedness with children. Do not misunderstand me to say I do not 
love children—I do, I just don’t have any of my own, and I don’t work 
with children on a daily basis, so I did not feel equipped for leading a 
trip to lead a children’s Bible Camp in New York City. However, my skill 
at administration and my seeming knack for navigating the city was a 
great asset to organizing the group for the trip. The more of these trips 
I participate in, the more I realize it is more about being called than 
equipped. God truly does meet the need and equip those He calls.

That said, our zealousness to serve can make it easy to fall into 
the trap of “I’d be happy to” or “I can fit in” without giving a thought 
or prayer to our calling, gifts, and abilities, as well as more practical 
things such as physical limitations that may prevent us or others 
from participating in a trip fully. Few things, for me personally, are 

more frustrating than to be asked to be involved in something or 
participate in a trip or event when I don’t feel as if I am contributing in 
a meaningful way, or worse, that I do not have the skillset or time to 

contribute meaningfully. I’d also say this to anyone 
tasked with leading a group and who is looking for 
participants: Give careful thought and prayer to 
those you ask to join the group. Don’t ask “Who do I 
want to come?” but instead, “Who does God want to 
come?”

On Serving:
Remember this: you aren’t a tourist. While that is 

often an added benefit of participating in a mission 
trip, the primary role is to serve. Take that mentality 
with you everywhere—in the coffee shop, on the 
train, in the park, everywhere.

There are cultural differences everywhere you go; but in a city, 
particularly one like New York, they can be staggering, and many things 
that are completely normal to us (like splitting a check in a restaurant) 
is rather foreign to them. The expectation that we often carry when 
we visit places is one that because we are patronizing them, our 
expectations and requests should be met, so we ask people to do things 
that are outside of their norm. When they won’t, or cannot meet our 
expectations, we get upset. This is often why the people who live in 
places like New York get unfairly characterized as being rude. Because 
we go into their city and expect them to do what we want. That’s a 
vacation mentality, and as we have already established, we are not on 
vacation.

To sum it up: don’t be a stumbling block for the people you are 
there to serve. Take your attitude of service everywhere you go.

On the Practical Side:
Meet with your group, preferably more than once before leaving. 

Study and pray together, get to know each other, make plans together.
Bundle things when you are able. Examples: Buying plane tickets is 

made easier (and less expensive) if you get them at the same time. If 
you can stay somewhere that has a kitchen/cafeteria, a laundry facility, 
etc. you will save money on food and in the event of an emergency, you 

If you have to provide items for the event you are participating in, 
send them ahead of you. Not traveling through airport security with a 
suitcase full of glue and marshmallows makes for a much less stressful 
flight.

If you are planning any “touristy” activities during your downtime, 
have a good handle on them before you go, so you aren’t spending that 
(probably limited) time deciding where you want to go and what you 
want to do.

On navigating: Depending on the size of the group, having a point 
person responsible for getting the group from place to place is 
helpful. If you have a large group, maybe enlist a few people that are 
comfortable navigating a smaller group of people. Researching the best 
routes from place-to-place is also extremely helpful. If nothing else, 
book your airport transportation/shuttle before you arrive. Not having 
to figure out how you are getting to and from the airport makes for 
easier transport.

Know that sometimes, trips can come with significant physical 
expectations—a lot of walking and other physical tasks. Ask these 
questions, know your limitations (and the limitations of your group) 
before deciding to go or asking people to go. Also, exercise beforehand 
and wear comfy shoes.

Last, but certainly not least when you are considering a trip, don’t 
make finances your first question. This is often easier said than done, 
but I’d caution you—talking yourself out of it is easy. Ask the questions 
you need to ask, but concern yourself primarily with the work. I have 
never had a person ask me “How much is it going to cost?” and then 
subsequently join me on a trip. I have learned through the years that if 
you are called to a trip, the money comes together.

Graffiti Kids has a goal of 
teaching kids about Jesus and 
His love for them through the 
Gospel message and pointing 
them to Him. Their vision is to 
provide no-cost or affordable, 

high quality, and Gospel-
centered programs held in our 
community for families on the 

Lower East Side.
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Small Hands, Big Reach

The love of missions is a passion that 
can be fueled throughout a lifetime. 
Encouraging children to act unselfishly 

and love others in Jesus’ name starts as soon as 
they can talk. Statistics show that children have formed their sense 
of self identity with the church by four years of age. Given this 
truth, we as missions leaders, have an amazing opportunity to help 
children see themselves as missional people from a very young age 
as well. 

My very first glimpse of how lovingly missional young children 
can be came as I sat in on a Mission Friends class about ten years 
ago. The topic of discussion was ministering to children through 
community and after-school programs. At the end of the night, 
the teacher asked the children if someone would like to pray. A 
precocious little red-headed girl raised her hand and the teacher 
asked her to pray. During her prayer, this four-year-old prayed from 
the bottom of her heart for God to help missionaries to “do their 
work” and for “all the children to have enough milk to drink”. Keep 
in mind that we never talked about children in want, but it was on 
her heart that God would give all children everything they need. 
She believed that God heard her prayers and would help. What a 
beautiful place to start our children on their missions journey!

Throughout the years I have done my best to keep missions 
simple and accessible. I want children to feel successful and for the 
projects they participate in to be useful and meaningful. I also want 
missions opportunities to be outreach opportunities so I try to keep 
our local community aware of opportunities via Facebook and other 
outlets. 

Adults are sometimes reluctant to participate in missions because 
they can’t envision how their particular set of skills could be used by 
God. My goal as a missions leader is to create opportunities through 
which children can use lots of skills and abilities to serve God so they 
will have confidence in themselves as missionaries as adults. This has 
taken many different forms over the years. Here are just a few ideas 
for both missions and community outreach:

Soup Kitchen Easter Surprise: Our older children have 
volunteered once a year at a local Saturday soup kitchen in Sanford 
for quite a few years. Every year they have served meals and bussed 
tables followed by a meal at a local restaurant where we debriefed 
their experiences. Our preteens are always moved by the mere 
fact that there are children who appear to be in situations of great 
need. This past year we decided to do something for the children 
at the ministry as well. Our church stuffed 800 Easter eggs for the 
children of the center and hid them across their campus. Before the 
hunt we shared a brief salvation message and one of our preteens 
led everyone in prayer. The kids were elated to hunt for the eggs 
and especially excited to pick treats for their prize eggs. Later, 
upon debriefing, it meant so much our group to have brought 
these children some happiness in the face of such great need. It 
also showed our group that when they express a desire to help, or 
concerns about others in need, we hear them and take action!

Art Camp: For a few summers our church hosted Antioch Art 
Camp that ran from 5:30-6:30pm for younger kids and 6:30-8:00pm 
for older kids. This was an opportunity to extend an invitation to 

the community to do something hands on and fun. We posted 
signs around the neighborhood and on Facebook to make sure our 
community felt welcome to join us. Each year we had a theme for 
our art camp from “Woven and Spun Fun” to “Recycled and Re-
purposed for a Purpose”. The aim of the camp was outreach to our 
community but also for children to see how there is something of 
beauty that they all have to offer to the Lord. Every night we had a 
devotion bringing Biblical focus to the evening’s activity. Sometimes 
the young artists in our churches and communities don’t see how 
their talents can translate into service to God. When our kids saw 
their silk paintings catching the light as they hung from the ceiling of 
our children’s department, they could see how God used their hands 
to add to the beauty of worship.

Interest Based Activities: Sometimes finding the right mission 
or outreach activity is a simple matter of taking note of the interests 
of the children in your program. We had a core group of boys who 
loved LEGO® sets, so one summer we did “Brick By Brick Faith” 
nights where we picked a Bible story and “illustrated” it with LEGO. 
It was so neat to see how each child would interpret the story. We 
left our creations on our church altar each week because what we 
were building was an act of worship! The following summer we 
used LEGO to make stop-motion videos of our Bible lessons. The 
kids narrated as their Bible creations came to life on the screen. 
We even posted some of them online. By advertising these events 
and the children’s creations on Facebook, some children joined us 
that summer that had never been a part of our Wednesday night 
programming before. All we needed were LEGO sets and an iPhone 
app! We have also done summers of S.T.E.A.M. activities ranging 
from slime making to robot construction! With every encounter, be 
clear in your correlation to the Gospel, even slime can teach us a lot 
about sticking together as the family of God!

Camp Change: For the last three years our Church has hosted 
“Camp Change,” a week-long full day camp focused on stewardship 
and missions. Children play games, have Bible study, do skits and 
learn important financial and stewardship principles (you have 
to make a plan to save in order to give generously to missions). 
Children also have missions experiences each day that include 
activities such as making bird houses for shut-ins, tie dyeing onesies 
for the local pregnancy center and making frozen meals for families 
who are moving out of the local homeless shelter to take with them 
to keep costs down in their first weeks of living independently. Go 
to www.campchangeministries.com to find out more about this 
camp curriculum that can easily break down into Wednesday night 
missions lessons and activities.

These are just a few of our outreach and missional activities, but 
I challenge you to look around at the needs of your community and 
the passions and talents of your children to find how God can help 
those two areas meet. Not all of our activities have a ton of kids 
participating, but doing small things with great love is important 
and impactful for those involved. In the midst of it all, your children 
just might begin to sense the Lord’s call on their lives. After all, The 
place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness and 
the world’s deep hunger meet—Frederick Buechner. Let’s help our 
children find their gladness in missions!

M
issions on a Budget

By Rebecca Lindhout
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Sara Lamkin  
Preschool & Children Consultant

A lifetime of service begins when one is 
young.   

One of the reasons I work as the Preschool and Children 
Consultant is because I believe our children are capable of 
so much.  My prayer is that through the WMU curriculum, 
Children’s Missions Days, Kids Camp at Missions Extravaganza, 
and mission projects, children are learning what God is doing in 
the world and how they can join Him in that work.  

The more we encourage our children to be involved in not 
only learning about God, but in serving Him, the more we are 
insuring a life of service.  We need to teach them how to see the 
world through God’s eyes rather than the world’s. 

 Engage them in your outreach.  
 Ask them what they love to do.  
 Listen to their prayers to hear where their heart 

lies.  

All of these things will spark an empathy and open their eyes 
and hearts. They then will be able to walk through their world 
and notice those who need help.

Through missions we are teaching kids to not only notice 
those who need help, but equipping them to know how to help.  
When they see the kid sitting alone on the playground, they will 
have the tools to know how to invite him/her to play.  When they 
see trash in the park, they will see this as an opportunity to pick 
it up and put it in the trashcan.  When others speak they will have 
the opportunity to actively listen and engage in a meaningful 
conversation, because during their missions education time 
they were given the tools. This will help in their confidence and 
openness to share their faith with others.

Missions education will teach your children from a young age:

 They are loved.   
 They are capable.  
 They are called by God.

For a child, a lifetime of service begins now. God didn’t give a 
minimum age to begin.

Preschool &
 Children/Children’s M

ission D
ay 2020

Minimum Age to Serve

Sa
ve

 t
he

 D
at

es

October 10, 2020 Mundo Vista and November 7, 2020 Fruitland Baptist 
For details go to: www.facebook.com/WMUNCpreschoolandchildren/

For Boys and Girls Grades 1-6
Fall Children’s Mission Days

Learning What God is Doing and How I Can Help
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WHERE EVERY MOMENT  
IS QUALITY TIME

CAMP MUNDO VISTA
Located near Asheboro, NC Camp Mundo Vista (CMV) is a place where God can speak, His voice will 
be heard, and His words will have impact! During our summer camps we use fun experiences to grow 
our faith in Christ, develop relationships, learn life skills, and serve others.

HORIZONS CAMP FOR GIRLS
July 6-10. COST: $305 per person. 
Horizons camp is our week long summer program for any girl ages 9-17. What 
about the boys? While the girls come to CMV, send your boys to Warrior Camp 

for Boys at Camp Caraway at the same time: www.campcaraway.org.

SUMMER MOTHER-DAUGHTER RETREATS
June 26-28 or July 1-3. COST: $280 for 1 mother and 1 daughter, $80 per additional child. Our mother-
daughter retreats are so much fun. Our staff do the work so that moms and their daughters get to 
grow together through fun activitities, worship, Bible teaching, missionary speakers, and good food.

AUTUMN JOURNEY  
MOTHER-DAUGHTER RETREAT
November 6-8. COST: $280 for 1 mother and 1 daughter, $80 per 
additional child. Our fall mother-daughter retreat will enjoy a 
harvest theme and decor to create special opportunities for mothers 
and daughters to grow closer to God and each other.

RETREATS ON THE MOUNTAIN
Our staff welcome your small or large group to retreat from your norm to grow in your faith together. 
While you plan your retreat, conference, or camp program our staff will support you with Christian 
hospitality including clean facilities, good food, and helpful on call staff.

www.campmundovista.com
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Julie Keith, 
Associate for Youth, College & Young Women 

W
hen WMU NC started reaching 
out to engage younger women, we 
called that ministry SHINE (Serving 

God, Helping others, Inspiring Believers, 
Networking communities, and Experiencing 

Christ).  This ministry was birthed when WMU NC went 
through a time of following God’s nudge to dream and vision 
new ways to share God’s love and hope to all ages. We put 
together a group of young women and they put themselves 
together in groups of ministries that were important to them. 
Many of these young women knew about WMU NC, as they 
had worked at Mundo Vista during the summer. At that time, 
National WMU did not have myMISSION, so there was not 
any curriculum specifically for young women available. Today, 
as “myMISSION” is the WMU group respectively geared for 
younger women, WMU NC’s young women age-level will be 
identified as “myMISSION North Carolina.” 

We are excited about this change and look forward to 
continuing to encourage and to equip young women in North 
Carolina under this new title. If your church/ WMU group is  
looking for ways to engage this age group of women, WMU NC 
is here to support you. Through speakers and /or resources we 
desire to come alongside the more seasoned women to assist 
in learning how to invest and pour into the lives of these young 
women.

Encouraging and Equipping  
Younger Women in Missions

Youth/College/Young W
om

en

The cost is $125 per student. Pricing for leaders/
chaperones is $195 for an individual room or $170 
for a shared room with two double beds.

*includes a t-shirt, a two-night stay, meals from breakfast on Saturday through 
lunch on Sunday, and access to all sessions Friday, April 3 through Sunday, April 5.

Join us for the International 
Student and Scholar Conference 
on April 3-5, 2020 at the Fort Caswell 
Coastal Retreat and Conference Center 
in Oak Island, N.C.

We will explore the theme “Come to the 
Table” and learn about relationships and life 
transitions, especially from an educational 
setting to the workplace. There will be 
lots of food, conversation, learning and 
friendships. International students are 
welcome to participate as  
an individual or as part of  
a group.

Fort Caswell
Oak Island, N.C.

To register visit 
ISSCNC.org

WORLD MISSIONS WEEK AT CASWELL
Are you interested in learning about exciting opportunities for 
involvement in state, national and international missions? 
Then World Missions Week is the place you want to be! 
Join us for a week of celebrative worship, morning 
Bible studies, powerful preaching, small group 
times and mission moments. Inspirational and 
informative studies will be provided for all 
age groups (preschool, children, youth 
and adults). This is the only week 
of the summer that Caswell 

all ages.

S P E A K E R
TOM RICHTER 
Tom is the pastor of Cullman First Baptist 
Church in North Alabama. Before moving 
to Cullman, AL he served for 14 years as the 
pastor of New Hope Christian Church in the 
Jamaica neighborhood of Queens, NYC.

W O R S H I P  B Y
CAITIE HURST
The Hendersonville, Tenn., native sings about 
the journeys she’s walked through anxiety, 
jealousy, insecurity and fear and how 
she’s found Christ in all of them. 

T O  R E G I S T E R :
Contact the NC Baptist Assembly 
at (910) 278-9501 or online at
www.FortCaswell.com  

“He gives strength to the weary and 
increases the power of the weak. Even
youths grow tired and weary, and young
men stumble and fall; but those who 
hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles; they
will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint.”  

Isaiah 40:29-31 (NIV)

2 0 2 0  W O R L D  M I S S I O N S  W E E K
J u l y  6  –  1 1 ,  2 0 2 0  •  F o r t  C a s w e l l

SOAR
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Celebrate Missions
with your girls in

grades 5-12 

July 8-11, 2020 • Memphis, TN, at Germantown Baptist Church
To learn more, visit blumeforgirls.com and sign up for updates!

Registration: $199 • Register now through May 1, 2020

  A mi�ions gathering f� girls

Youth/College/Young W
om

en

Carolina
Girls
2020

October 16-17, 2020
First Baptist Church
Morehead City, NC

Track One Teen Girls

 Track Two 
Collegiate Young Women

SAVE THE DATES



Madeleine Davis
North Carolina
Deep Springs Baptist Church

Maddy served as a state 
Acteens panelist in 2017, 2018, 
and 2019.

She has served on 
MissionsCAROLINA mission 
trips for the past six 
consecutive years, including 
renovations at Red Springs, 
NC Missions Camp; cleaning 
and beautifying a Boys and 
Girls Club; cleaning Camp 
Mundo Vista; working with My 
Refuge to feed the hungry; 
and ministering to unwed 
mothers and their children.  

Maddy believes that missions 
should be at the heart of 
every Christian’s life. She 
says, “I want to seize every 
opportunity the Lord gives me 
to serve Him in any way.”

Jada Hanson
California
St. Stephen Missionary Baptist 
Church

Jada has gone on two mission 
trips. One to Hawaii and the 
other to Tanzania. In Hawaii, 
she helped host a VBS for 
a local church, participated 
in worship services and a 
community block party, and 
helped local farmers harvest 
their crops. In Tanzania, she 
helped organize and carry out 
a VBS for more than 2000 
students. She also helped 
rebuild a church made from 
pieces of wood and bed sheets 
to help make it more stable.

Jada says “Missions are 
important me because they 
allow me to share the most 
valuable, yet undeserved gift 
that I have ever received: the 
gift of Christ. Jesus Christ 
made the paramount sacrifice 
so that we would be able to 
have a personal relationship 
with God, and it is only right 
that I share that gift with as 
many people as possible.”

Hanna Howard
Texas
Retama Park Baptist Church

Hanna served with the 
Wyoming Rodeo Ministry in 
July 2016 and 2017. There, she 
shared the gospel with more 
than 200 people, and led 
around 35 people to Christ. 
In 2019, she participated 
in Crossover Birmingham, 
sharing her faith door to 
door. Additionally, she has 
participated in Youth on 
Mission Trips in 2017, 2018, 
and 2019, helping in crisis 
pregnancy centers and 
homeless shelters, and prayer 
walking with churches in the 
different communities.

Hanna says, “I am passionate 
about missions because the 
thought of billions of people 
throughout the world being 
eternally separated from God, 
breaks my heart. As Christians, 
we have been commanded 
to go and make disciples of 
all the world. Telling others 
about Christ is our privilege 
and responsibility, and we 
must intentionally seek ways 
to reach our communities and 
the nations for him.”

Myriam Romero
Texas
Freeman Heights Baptist 
Church

Myriam has served as a teen 
staffer at GA Mini-Camp and 
GA Summer Camp at Mt. 
Lebanon for the past three 
years. She has also been 
on mission trips to Boston, 
Abilene and Fort Worth. 
During these trips, she led in 
Bible study, street ministry, 
prayer walking, conducted 
VBS, and volunteered at 
a homeless ministry. She 
also works in nursing home 
ministries, plays the bells at 
different events, volunteers 
in a food pantry, has attended 
National WMU annual 
meetings for five of the past 
six years, and participated 
in Sandy Wisdom-Martin’s 
installation as Executive 
Director-Treasurer in 2017.

Myriam says, “Missions is 
important to me because 
it gives me the opportunity 
to be the hands and feet of 
Christ with my community and 
neighbors. Being able to share 
God’s love with the people 
around me demonstrates 
what missions really means. 
I hope to be a part of many 
people’s lives on their journey 
with God.”
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MEET THE 2020 NATIONAL  
ACTEENS PANELISTS

2020 N
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In Loving Memory
SARA ANN HOBBS

Sara Ann Hobbs came a long 
way from the days of hoeing 
cotton in Alabama and her 
baptism in a South Georgia creek. 
She described her life as “the 
miracle of God impacting a life.” 
Her pilgrimage began years ago 
when, as Sara Ann said, “God 
created a holy unrest in me that 
said there is somewhere else to go 

except up and down cotton field rows.”
Hobbs was born in Anniston, AL in 1929 to Ada and  

J. B. Hobbs. She grew up in Cochran, GA, graduated from 
Munford High School, Munford, AL and Judson College, 
Marion, AL, and Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Louisville, KY.

She taught school briefly in Alabama. Following her 
graduation from seminary, she held Christian ministry 
positions in Arkansas and Kentucky. In 1958 she moved to 
Raleigh, NC, where she held several positions. Hobbs was 
well known, respected, and loved in Baptist life, where 
she provided effective leadership for 33 years (1958-1991). 
She was the Young Women’s Director, the Girl’s Auxiliary 
Director, and then the Executive Director of Woman’s 
Missionary Union. She was Director of Estate Planning 
for the Baptist Foundation. In 1979 she became the first 
and only woman director of a state missions division in 
Southern Baptist life.

Hobbs’ honors and achievements include: Southern 
Seminary Alumnus of the Year, 1980; Judson College 
Alumna of the Year, 2005; Doctor of Humane Letters, 
Judson College, 1984; Doctor of Divinity from Gardner-
Webb University, 1985.

Sara Ann was an advocate for women, achieving equal pay 
for women of the Baptist Convention in the early 70’s. She 
became a vocal advocate for women in ministry, speaking to 
that issue at the national Southern Baptist Press Association 
and the SBC Forum in 1984. She was an accomplished 
speaker and led national and local Christian leadership and 
motivational seminars and conferences. Hobbs traveled 
extensively in the Orient, Middle East, and Europe.

Her life changed dramatically in 1989 when she had a 
cerebral hemorrhage that led to her retirement and move to 
New Mexico. She then wrote a short book entitled Journey to 
Recovery which chronicled her experience. Sara Ann Hobbs 

became a resident of Silver City in 1993. Her life here ended 
Tuesday morning, August 28, 2019 in her home in Silver 
City.

Sara Ann is survived by her sister, Mary Hobbs Snodgrass 
of Mobile, AL, and longtime friend Nancy Curtis of Silver 
City.

Memorials may be given to the Sara Ann Hobbs Trust Fund, 
Baptist Foundation, 201 Convention Dr, Cary, NC 27511. Attach 
a note: “In Memory of Sara Ann Hobbs.”

DR. FRANCES S. BAKER
Dr. Frances Spruill Baker, 

70, a resident of Cypress Glenn 
Retirement Community and 
formerly of Bakertown Road, 
died Wednesday, March, 11, 2020. 
She was born in Chowan County, 
February 14, 1950 to the late 
Jay Frank and Lucy Tarkington 
Spruill and predeceased by her 
husband, Ray Neil Baker, Sr, 

and son, Brian Ledrew Baker. Frances held a Bachelor of 
Science in Education, Master of Arts in School Counseling, 
Educational Specialists in Administration and Supervision, 
and a Doctorate of Education in Educational Leadership 
from East Carolina University. She spent 32 years of her 
career with Bertie County Schools teaching middle school, 
serving as school counselor, principal, and director of 
federal programs. She later taught high school literature at 
Lawrence Academy and taught in the School of Education at 
Chowan University. She was a member and past president 
of Delta Kappa Gamma International Honor Society for 
Educators. She also served on the executive board of the 
Woman’s Missionary Union of North Carolina (WMU NC ). 
She was a member of Capehart’s Baptist Church where she 
taught Sunday school for approximately 50 years.

Survivors include her daughter, Dr. Shannon Baker 
Powell and husband Travis of Grimesland; son, Ray Neil 
Baker, Jr. and wife Pamela of Askewville; sisters; Betty 
Comer of Chicago, IL, Debbie Umphlett of Edenton, Mary 
Miller of Charlotte; grandchildren, Tyler and Lauren Baker, 
Jonathan Powell and Caleb Lee. 

Memorial gifts may be made to: Capehart’s Baptist Church, 
c/o Dennis Brooks 2134 US 17 Hwy, Merry Hill, NC 27957 or to 
Saint Jude Children’s Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN 
38105.

In Loving M
em

ory



AUGUST 1, 2020

Clement Baptist

Church 

 

Autryville, NC

JULY 18, 2020

Dudley Shoals Baptist

Church 

 

Granite Falls, NC

AUGUST 8, 2020

Pine Grove Baptist

Church

 

Franklin, NC

 FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER VISIT:

WWW.WMUNC.ORG/LEADERSHIP-DEVELOPMENT

OR CALL (866) 210-8602 EXT. 208

WMU NC is committed to helping leaders feel equipped to lead in their
churches and communities. ABOUND is our annual WMU leadership training
hosted each summer across the state.  It is a day focused on encouraging and

equipping leaders to live out their specific ministry callings within their
churches and communities. 

 
At Abound, leaders will hear from keynote speakers, participate in a wide

variety of breakout sessions centered around age-level mission groups and
spiritual development, and connect with other leaders that share their same

passion for missions. 
 

Abound offers a time for leaders to network and fellowship with one another,
gather fresh new ideas, and receive the latest leadership resources from

WMU.
 

Join us at any of the training locations below for a day of encouragement and
strengthening your leadership skills. 

2020 Dates & Locations: 
9:00 am-3:00 pm
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Amanda Martinsen  
Leadership Development Consultant and 
Resource Coordinator 

Look around you. Do you see them? 
They are there in the midst of you. 
They are sitting next to you in church 

on Sunday mornings and serving alongside 
you on Wednesday evenings. And they 
are waiting. Waiting for someone to come 

alongside them to encourage them to step up and lead 
The next generation of leaders is ready to emerge. You can see their 

passion. You can see their desire to serve. You may even see some of 
their talents and gifts beginning to shine through. There’s just one 
little problem. They’re not sure where to begin. 

What do they do with all their passion to serve? How do they 
harness and hone the skills and gifts God has given them? What do 
they do with the longings in their hearts to grow not only in their 
relationship with Christ, but as leaders? 

That’s where you come in. You are the one who can help them 
grow. You are the leader who has been in their shoes before. Think 
back for a moment. Do you remember what it was like as a new 
leader? Do you remember how exciting and scary it all was to step 
out and lead for the first time? Maybe it was leading a mission group, 
Bible study, or stepping in to help with a ministry at your church. 

Was there someone who came alongside you and invested in you 
as a leader? Did they help point out what your strengths were? Did 
they help train you so that you had a firm leadership foundation? 

It’s important to invest in the leaders that are coming up behind 
you, to help train them and give them a strong foundation of 
leadership skills. There are many ways you can invest and help bridge 
the gap of leadership, and here are three ways to get you started:

3 Ways to Invest in the Next Generation of Leaders

1Point out their gifts and potential.
You may find it surprising that many people don’t actually know 

what their spiritual gift(s) are or what the Lord has called them to do 
for Him. Investing in the next generation of leaders means helping 
to point out their gifts and potential. You may have noticed they are 
gifted speakers or writers, or women who are great at getting children 
excited about missions. Point this out to them and encourage them 

to discover these things because they may not see it in themselves. 
Sharing with them their talents and strengths as leaders not only 
helps them, but also provides a connection and a unique way to bridge 
the gap of leadership to the next generation. 

2Give them an opportunity to lead.
Encourage them to start small, if they would like, by helping to 

assist a lead teacher or giving them a part of an upcoming event to 
plan. Help them grow in their speaking skills by asking them to make 
announcements about whatever event or meeting you are having, or 
ask them to lead part of the Bible study at your meeting. Assure them 
that there is no “perfect” or “right” way to do things and remember, 
it may not look the way you would lead and that’s okay. Everyone 
has a different leadership style. The important thing is that you’re 
encouraging them as leaders by giving them opportunities to lead and 
to grow. 

3Train them and share resources with them.
One of the best ways to invest in the next generation of leaders is 

to train them in the position they are serving in. That may seem like 
a given to you, but often times when leaders step back and another 
leader steps in, training falls by the wayside and many leaders end up 
flying by the seat of their pants and stumbling through challenges that 
could have been prevented. I encourage you to take the time to train 
leaders and share all the resources you can with them. Giving them 
knowledge paired with training will better equip them in their role and 
to feel more confident in their leading.  

Look for opportunities to attend leadership events together, such 
as Abound (WMU Leadership Training) or Missions Extravaganza. 
Not only are you helping them develop as a leader, but you’re investing 
in their spiritual growth as well. 

We all have leadership potential within us and sometimes it takes 
someone else taking the time to invest in us to give us the confidence 
we need to lead. I encourage you to look for those leaders around 
you who have that potential. Then take the time to mentor them, to 
invest in them, and to help set up a strong leadership foundation for 
them. It is a worthy investment! You just never know, the next Fannie 
Heck, Lottie Moon or Annie Armstrong may just be right there in your 
midst.

Bridging the Gap of Leadership:  
3 Ways to Invest in the Next Generation of Leaders

Welcome New OrganizationsWelcome New Organizations
Winter 2020

Anson Association
Southside Baptist Church,  
Wadesboro, NC

Women on Mission

Buncombe Association 
Ridgeway Baptist Church,  
Candler, NC
Acteens

West Chowan Association
Kelford Baptist Church,  
Kelford, NC
Women on Mission

Leadership D
evelopm

ent



Romans 8:28 “And 
we know that in all 
things God works for 
the good of those who 
love him, who have 
been called according 
to his purpose.”

NCBNF 
encourages nurses 
to fulfill their 

call to missions through mission support, education, and student 
scholarships. Following the scriptures from Titus 2:3-5, our “older” 
nurse members encourage the young nurses to participate in health 
care activities, medical missions, and leadership as officers of NCBNF.  

Chronicles 28:20 “Be strong and courageous, and do the work. Do not 
be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God, my God, is with you.”

Our nurse members recognize the needs of people all around 
them and respond with Christian service in the workplace, in their 
churches, in their communities, and in their homes as they work to 
build strong families of faith.

Our focus is on two nurse members who are living their call to 
missions. 

Esther Bayode, NCBNF Officer for Resource/Development. Esther 
came from Nigeria to study in the US for the medical field. She 
works as a Senior Nurse in the Women’s Health Clinic, Mecklenburg 
Health Department. Three health providers and multiple nurses treat 
90-100 patients daily. Esther has been married for 21 years and they 
have 3 teenagers. She represents NCBNF in the Metrolina WMU. 

Geri Naylor, NCBNF Officer for Program/Educational Growth. 
Geri served on a medical mission trip to Guatemala supported by 
NCBNF. Geri has been a nurse for 21 years and works for CHESS, 
an accountable care organization. As a Health Navigator, she helps 
people locate the resources that they need. Geri is married and they 
have two children, ages 25 and 22, and a foster child, age 2.

Timothy 1:12 “I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our 
Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me 
to his service.”

Cynthia Furr, MSN, RN 
President, NC Baptist Nursing Fellowship

(704) 982-4065 and (704) 960-3391, rifurr@
yahoo.com

BNF Membership: www.wmu/bnf.org www.
wmunc/ncbnf.org
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Christian Women’s Job Corps
Young women from around North Carolina have found a way 

to invest their time and energy into the lives of others through 
Christian Women’s Job Corps. A recent graduate of a CWJC 
site found a purpose for her involvement in CWJC because she 
wanted to make sure that her son would never have to worry 
about where his next meal would come from or if the lights would 
work when he got home from school. When she graduated from 
CWJC and completed her bachelor’s degree in the same year, her 
question to me was whether there was a CWJC site in the city 
where she was moving because she wanted to become a mentor 
and pay it forward. There was not a site there yet, but we are 
working on setting the groundwork.

In another city, a young mother with two girls has chosen to 
volunteer time in her local site by using her photography skills. 
She has found a way to capture the inner beauty of 
the women of this site because the site helped her 
to move into a place in her life where she could see 
her own beauty.

Christian Women’s Job Corps is changing lives, 
one life at a time. There are places of involvement 
that can be customized to the time, interests, and gifts of those 
wishing to invest in another person.

If you are interested in how you can become involved, please 
contact Cara Lynn Vogel at cwjcnc@gmail.com. Training will be 
offered this summer for anyone interested in starting a site. 
Information will be available soon at www.cwjcnc.org.

By Lisa D. Jacobs
As we begin this new year of 

this new decade, we celebrate all 
that God has done. Last year was 
a year of new beginnings as we 
relaunched Sisters Who Care and 

encouraged all women to be radically involved in the 
mission of God. 

In 2019 our membership grew by six new 
members! We thank God for the increase. 

Sisters Who Care has partnered with the following 
ministry. We are committed to changing lives 
through our community service.

Christian Life Home – a teen pregnancy home that 
serves girls ages 10-23 years of age. We have had the 
privilege of serving with them on three occasions and 
raising money through their baby bottle campaign. 
In December, we assisted the home with installing 

Christmas décor and we provided dinner for the 
house occupants and the staff. Also, in January we 
hosted a “Night of Worship” where we assembled 
together to worship our God through music, 
fellowship, food and sharing our testimonies.  

On January 25, 2020 we hosted our first “Sisters 
Against Domestic Violence” workshop. We had  
2 powerful speakers, Starrlyn McMillan, MSW who 
shared her story of growing up in a home where 
her father was abusive and Joy Forrest, founder and 
executive director of Called to Peace Ministries. Joy 
established Called to Peace to promote domestic 
violence awareness particularly within the faith 
community. What we have learned is that 1 in 4 
women who identify as Christian have been  
subjected to some type of intimate partner abuse.

To learn more about Sisters Who Care  
contact Lisa D. Jacobs at (919) 349-5462 or  
email ljsevent@gmail.com.

Upcoming Events 
June 11, 2020
Sisters Who Care will be hosting 
our quarterly ministry interest 
meeting and dinner in Wake 
Forest, NC.  
For more details contact  
Lisa D. Jacobs at (919) 349-5462 
or email ljsevent@gmail.com.

Nurses, Called to His Service

Sisters Who Care
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� en Moses said to Aaron, “� is is what the LORD 

has said, ‘Among those who are near me I will be 

sancti� ed, and before all the people I will be glori� ed.’” 

And Aaron held his peace.

LEVITICUS 10:3 

W A K E  F O R E S T  B A P T I S T  H E A L T H

Giving Thanks
MOTHER’S DAY OFFERING

WEEK OF PRAYER • MAY 3-10, 2020

W A K E  F O R E S T  B A P T I S T  H E A L T H

www.mothersdayo� ering.org

If you need additional supplies please 
contact Leland Kerr at (336) 716-3027 or 

visit www.mothersdayoffering.org

ADDITIONAL MATERIALS AVAILABLE
• Cover letter & Leaders Guide
• 4 page magazine
• Bulletin insert
• Poster
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Military Wives 
Retreat It’s FREE! Space is limited so register early!

What?
You deserve a break to refresh your mind and spirit! 
Woman’s Missionary Union of North Carolina is here to 
ensure you have a free weekend of laughs, smiles, tears, 
food, fun, and more! Come out and meet other spouses 
who have sacrificed like you, hear some stories, play 
some games, and leave refreshed. 

Where and When?
We are inviting YOU to our annual women’s retreat at  
the beautiful Camp Mundo Vista, August 14–16, 2020. 
(You can stay one night or two.) You are also welcome to 
come Friday evening, August 13. 
Camp Mundo Vista is located at  
3140 Camp Mundo Vista Trail, Sophia, NC 27350

Register online: www.wmunc.org/military-missions 
Email Amy Boone at aboone@wmunc.org to receive more information including the schedule.  

A deposit is required to secure your reservation, but it will be refunded when you attend the retreat.

Events

DISASTER RECOVERY
Charity Rebuild Center
Rose Hill
June 22-27, 2020
Open to Youth* and Adults

Contact Cathy Callahan 
(910) 578-8108 or caglecallahan@gmail.com 
Visit www.wmunc.org/mission-trips for more information

*with an accompanying adult



Calendar Talk
April 2020
3-5 International Student and Scholar  

Conference, Fort Caswell*

13 Easter Holiday observed (Office closed)

17-18 NC Baptist Nursing Fellowship Retreat,  
Camp Mundo Vista

23-26 WMU Hispanic Women Retreat,  
Camp Mundo Vista

CANCELED due to COVID-19: 
24-25 Missions Extravaganza, Pritchard Memorial 

Baptist Church, Charlotte

May 2020
21 Leadership Luncheon, WMU NC Office,  

Raleigh

25 Memorial Day Holiday (Office closed)

June 2020
7-8 WMU Annual Meeting and Missions Celebration, 

Orlando, FL*

9-10 Southern Baptist Convention, Orlando, FL*

11 Sisters Who Care Quarterly Ministry Interest  
Meeting & Dinner, Wake Forest

11-23 Mission Trip: Kenya, Africa

22-27 MissionsCAROLINA: Charity  
Rebuild Center, Rose Hill, NC

29-July 6 Mission Trip: Higher Hopes Ministry, Haiti

July 2020
2 Independence Day Observed (Office closed)

6-11 WORLD MISSIONS WEEK, Fort Caswell*

8-11 Blume, Germantown Baptist Church,  
Memphis, TN*

13-15 NC Baptist Ministers Wives Retreat, Caraway 
Conference Center*

18 Abound Leadership Training, Dudley  
Shoals Baptist Church, Granite Falls

B2 02 0  M I S S I O N  T R I P SA
Visit: www.wmunc.org/mission-trips for all the details

August 2020
1 Abound Leadership Training, Clement  

Baptist, Autryville

8 Abound Leadership Training, Pine Grove Baptist Church, 
Franklin

13 Leadership Luncheon, WMU NC Office, Raleigh

14-16 Military Wives Retreat, Camp  
Mundo Vista

28-Sept 7 Mission Trip: Armenia

September 2020
7 Labor Day Holiday (Office closed)

17-28 Mission Trip: South Africa

22 Mission Trip: Lake Tahoe, CA

September/October Mission Trip: Barre, Vermont 

October 2020
10 Children’s Mission Day, Camp Mundo Vista

16-17 Carolina Girls, First Baptist Church, Morehead City

17 Missionary Parent Fellowship, Camp Mundo Vista

November 2020
2 Baptist Women’s World Day of Prayer*

9-10 BSCNC Annual Meeting, Koury  
Convention Center, Greensboro*

19 Leadership Luncheon, WMU NC Office, Raleigh

25-26 Thanksgiving Holidays (Office closed)

December 2020
Nov 29-Dec 6 International Missions Emphasis and Lottie 

Moon Christmas Offering

24-31 Christmas Holidays (Office closed)

*Not a WMU NC sponsored event

W M U  N C  2 0 1 9 / 2 0 2 0 
C A L E N D A R  O F 

E V E N T S 
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Calendar Talk

Missions Extravaganza 2021 
Snyder Memorial Baptist, Fayetteville, NC 

April 24-25, 2021



Woman’s Missionary Union
PO Box 18309 
Raleigh, NC 27619-8309

wmu_ncwmu_ncfacebook.com/WMUNC

@WMUNCpinterest.com/wmu_nc/

Talk Back
Woman’s Missionary Union
(866) 210-8602 • (919) 882-2344
www.wmunc.org

Staff 
Amy Pardue Boone  
Executive Director/Treasurer 
ext. 201, aboone@wmunc.org

Cheryl Daniel  
Accountant/Human Resources 
ext. 203, cdaniel@wmunc.org

Evangeline Kelly  
Receptionist/Administrative Assistant  
ext. 200, ekelly@wmunc.org 

Julie Keith, Student, Collegiate & Young  
Women Consultant 
(336) 462-4088, jkeith@wmunc.org 

Sara Lamkin,  
Preschool & Children Consultant 
ext. 205, slamkin@wmunc.org

Amanda Martinsen,  
Leadership Development Consultant 
& Resource Coordinator 
ext. 208, amartinsen@wmunc.org 

Jenn B  
Communications Coordinator  
(919) 249-8042, jennb@wmunc.org

CAMP MUNDO VISTA REGISTRATIONS:
(336) 521-9210

Connect with us on:


